
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

SEPTEMBER 14, 2017 

 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in regular session on Thursday, 

September 14, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in the John M. McEwen Assembly Room, Mint Hill Town Hall. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Mayor: Ted H. Biggers, Jr. 

Commissioners: Dale Dalton, Carl M. Ellington, Richard Newton and Katrina (Tina) Ross 

Town Attorney: Kevin Bringewatt 

Town Manager: Brian L. Welch 

Planning Director: John Hoard 

Town Engineer: Steve Frey 

Fire Chief: David Leath 

Police Chief: Tim Ledford 

Town Clerk: Michelle Wells  

 

CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE 

Mayor Biggers called the meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly 

constituted to carry on business. Following the invocation offered by Commissioner Ross, Mayor 

Biggers led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

Addition, Deletion or Arrangement of Agenda Items:  An Emergency Service Radio Request 

and a NCDOT request were added after Item #8. 

 

Approve Minutes of the August 10, 2017 Regular Meeting:   Commissioner Ross asked for a 

correction in the August 10, 2017 minutes.  The revision, on page 6, was as follows: “He stated a 

presentation would be held in August.”   

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Ross, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, the Board 

unanimously approved the minutes of the August 10, 2017 Regular Meeting (with the correction 

noted above). 

 

Consent Agenda: (A) Accept August Tax Collector’s Report; (B) Accept July Treasurer’s 

Report and Financials; (C) Accept Supplemental Agreement with North Carolina 

Department of Transportation, Town of Matthews and Town of Mint Hill; and, (D) Accept 

Streets in Brighton Park Subdivision for Maintenance: Commissioner Ross asked for (C) 

Accept Supplemental Agreement with North Carolina Department of Transportation to be pulled 

for discussion.   

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Ellington, seconded by Commissioner Ross, the Board 

unanimously approved items (A), (B) and (D). (Copy filed with minutes of record.) 



Commissioner Ross asked what (C) Accept Supplemental Agreement with North Carolina 

Department of Transportation actually entailed.  Manager Welch said the agreement was to agree 

to the $220,000 total payment for the roundabout.   Commissioner Ross asked if that included 

improvements to the center of the roundabout.  Manager Welch said no, the center of the 

roundabout would be handled between Mint Hill and Matthews. 

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Ross, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, the Board 

unanimously approved item (C). (Copy filed with minutes of record.) 

 

Pediatric Cancer Awareness Month Proclamation: Upon the request of Mayor Biggers, 

Commissioner Ross read the following Proclamation: 

 

WHEREAS, the National Cancer Institute and the American Cancer Society report cancer as the 

leading cause of death by disease among U.S. children between birth and age 19 and this tragic 

disease is newly diagnosed in over 10,270 of our country’s young people under the age of 15 each 

and every year.  Over 40,000 children undergo treatment each year; and, 

 

WHEREAS, one in five of our children diagnosed with cancer lose their battle.  This year alone, 

an estimated 1,190 cancer deaths will occur in children.  Cancer is the leading cause of death by 

disease in children 1 to 14; and, 

 

WHEREAS, 60% of infants, children and teens who survive will suffer from the long-term effects 

of comprehensive treatment, including secondary cancers, and, 

 

WHEREAS, each September America honors all those who have been affected by this tragic 

disease:  young girls and boys whose childhoods have been cut short, the loved ones who know 

the pain pediatric cancer causes, and the communities across our country that rally to support their 

friends and neighbors during difficult times, and, 

 

WHEREAS, we recognize the many organizations in our communities that provide services and 

support to this population, thereby enhancing the quality of life for these children and their 

families; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Mint Hill residents are urged to recognize the impact of pediatric cancer on families 

within our community and honor the lives of children in our community whose lives have been 

cut short by cancer. 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Ted H. Biggers, Jr. by virtue of the authority 

vested in me as Mayor of the Town of Mint Hill, do hereby proclaim September 2017 as 

 

PEDIATRIC CANCER AWARENESS MONTH 

 

in Mint Hill, North Carolina and commend its observance to all citizens. 

 

 

Witness my hand and seal of the Town of Mint Hill on this 14th day of September, 2017. 



 

 

Mayor Biggers stated pediatric cancer affected Town citizens and loved ones.  He was glad funding 

was available to researchers to find a cure.  He presented the Proclamation to Kevin Ratliff.  Mr. 

Ratliff lost his daughter Claire in 2012 to cancer. Mr. Ratliff thanked the Town Board for allowing 

him to receive the proclamation on behalf of Claire’s Army.  He thanked Commissioner Ross and 

the women of Philadelphia Presbyterian Church for the pancake breakfast fundraiser they host.  

Over $10,000 had been raised for Claire’s Army.  He noted he was a son of Mint Hill and 

appreciated the support for finding a cure for childhood cancer. Mayor Biggers expressed 

sympathy for his loss. 

 

***** 

Mayor Biggers asked for a video (WBTV on July 17, 2017) to be shown of Sara Todd.  The video 

focused on the St. Jude’s Dream Home and the Town of Mint Hill.  Sara Todd, a Mint Hill native, 

was interviewed and gave a glowing and exceptional view of the Town and the residents.  She 

spoke of the new developments, stores, neighborhoods and restaurants in Mint Hill.  In the video, 

she invited individuals to visit the Town of Mint Hill; she said everyone would love living here.   

 

Mayor Biggers thanked Ms. Todd for being a wonderful spokesperson for the Town.  He 

introduced her parents, Chip and Sue Todd, noting her father was on the Planning Board for the 

Town.  Mayor Biggers presented Ms. Todd with a token of appreciation from the Town. 

***** 

Public Comments**: Jonathan Thompson, 9701 Barkridge Road, stated Police Chief Tim 

Ledford was the best police chief because his department allowed his family to sleep safely.  He 

was speaking about the eyesore located on Batten Court.  The residence was currently a girl’s 

home, formerly a boy’s home, with staff that allowed unacceptable behavior to negatively impact 

the surrounding residents.  He stated Mint Hill was like a family and it was being hurt by allowing 

them to waste Mint Hill tax money by responding to unnecessary calls to the residence.  He stated 

his family had lived in Mint Hill for 12 years and they had become actively involved in the 

community.  He stated the Police Department was called out every day.  He implored the Board to 

help the neighbors.   

 

Sandra Thompson, 9701 Barkridge Road, said the residents of the home on Batten Court cursed 

loudly and often where everyone could hear including her grandchildren.  She stated never ending 

trouble had arrived in their neighborhood that impacted everyone.  She hoped the Board could help 

the neighbors. 

 

Mike Busteller, 9619 Barkridge Road, said he had lived in the neighborhood for 30 years and there 

appeared to be no supervision of the girl’s on Batten Court.  He stated the home had been a sore 

in their side for many years; if allowed to continue it would be a depletion of Town money and 

resources.  The residents felt scared and they needed help.   

 

Rick Evans, 9710 Batten Court, addressed the Board last month about the home on Batten Court.  

He stated as a mental health professional he felt guilty but there was a lack of supervision at the 

residence was not to be taken lightly.  He gave Chief Ledford an 18” pipe that a young lady had 



been swinging at the house the day before.  He stated there were many property maintenance issues 

and it was disgraceful.  He asked about nuisance abatement possibilities for the property.   

 

Mayor Biggers said he would meet with Manager Welch and Chief Ledford to discuss the issue; 

Staff would be in touch. 

 

Discussion and Decision on #ZC17-3, Filed by Keith Paris, Requesting a Text Amendment 

to Allow the Operation of Golf Carts on Certain Town Streets: Upon the motion of 

Commissioner Ellington, seconded by Commissioner Ross, the Board approved the following 

#ZC17-3, Filed by Keith Paris, Requesting a Text Amendment to Allow the Operation of Golf 

Carts On Certain Town Streets.  Upon the motion of Commissioner Ross, seconded by 

Commissioner Newton the Board unanimously voted to update the Fee Schedule to show a $15 

annual fee to register the Golf Cart.   

 

Emergency Service Radio Request: Manager Welch stated Mecklenburg County had been 

offered a significant discount when purchasing Motorola Radios; the savings would be passed 

along to the Town of Mint Hill if the Board chose to grant an exception (G.S. 143-129) beyond 

the $90,000 bidding threshold.  It would cost approximately $120,000 for the Mint Hill Police 

Department.  Attorney Bringewatt stated the General Statute allowed governing boards to approve 

exceptions if the Town purchased from the sole source.  Manager Welch said he and Chief Leath 

were in talks to inquire about the discount for the Fire Department, too.   

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Ross, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, the Board 

unanimously approved the exception to allow the Town Manager to purchase Motorola radios.   

 

North Carolina Department of Transportation Request:  Commissioner Newton stated he 

would like the Board to consider sending a letter to the NCDOT to request a speed limit change 

on Highway 218/Fairview Road (from Allen Black Road to the Town Limits) and Highway 

51/Matthews-Mint Hill Road at Queen’s Grant Community School to 35 mph.   

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Newton, seconded by Commissioner Ross, the Board 

unanimously agreed to direct Manager Welch to send a letter to NCDOT to request the speed limit 

reduction requests.   

 

Other Business/Council Matters:  Commissioner Dalton stated he had been approached by a 

resident of Richmond Road; the resident had received a notice of violation for the two goats on 

the property.  The residents had pygmy goats and had been issued a permit by Mecklenburg County 

in error.  Commissioner Ross said she had also been contacted and had gone to see the goats on 

the 1.38 acres at the residence.  She said they were tiny little goats that were not smelly.  The goats 

stay in a building at night.  She thought the ordinance could be changed to allow miniature goats. 

Planning Director Hoard stated an application had been received by the Planning Department and 

the Board would see the request at the next meeting.  He noted the current ordinance required two 

acres for livestock.  Commissioner Newton cautioned the Board about changing the rules for one 

person as they would affect everyone.  He previously had goats and it was permitted because he 

owned 10 acres.  The Board asked Staff to issue a “stay” for the violation until the Board could 

hear the Text Amendment. 



 

Commissioner Dalton attended the Char Bar opening, the Gal Friday concert, Sunday Afternoon 

in the Park and the Ribbon Cutting at Pine Lake.  He noted, The Gal Friday concert was very good.  

He planned to attend the Mint Hill Historical Society Autumn Jubilee on October 14th.   

 

Commissioner Ross said the Fire Department responded to 254 EMS calls and 171 Fire calls in 

July.  In August, they responded to 242 EMS calls and 157 Fire calls.  The year-to-date total was 

3,251 calls.  The new ambulance, with a red/gray/silver color scheme, had arrived and was 

responding to calls.  She said the roundabout training at the Town Hall was excellent and the 

residents seemed to appreciate the information.  She thanked Town Staff and Commissioner 

Dalton for assisting her with Sunday Afternoon in the Park.  She attended Coffee with a Cop, the 

St. Jude’s Ribbon Cutting, the Arts and Science meeting, the Culture Feast, the Blair Road United 

Methodist Church Emergency Responders appreciation service, the Char Bar opening, the Ribbon 

Cutting at Pine Lake, the Chamber of Commerce meeting with Golf Tournament updates and the 

Gal Friday Concert.  She asked for more consistent advertising with Family Fun Night because the 

times were not consistent in the announcements.  She stated the concert was very well attended.  

She noted Tom, her husband, was feeling better.  She asked about the Town website specifically 

under the Public Works section where the Town was soliciting soil sample bids for the new athletic 

park.  Manager Welch said it was required and couldn’t be affiliated with the contractor.  He noted 

there would be a meeting next week with Edifice and he would update the Board. 

 

Commissioner Ellington attended the Pep Rally, the Char Bar opening, the Pine Lake Ribbon 

Cutting, Art in the Park and the Chamber Golf Tournament.   

 

Commissioner Newton said Steve Frey, Town Engineer, had done a great job with the roundabout 

presentation.  He had also attended the Blair Road United Methodist Church Emergency 

Responders appreciation service, the Chamber of Commerce Golf Tournament and the Gal Friday 

Concert.   

 

Mayor Biggers said he had not received any complaints since the roundabout opened.  Chief 

Ledford said only one crash had been reported at the roundabout.  Mayor Biggers assured the 

families that had spoken under Public Comments that they were not the only neighborhood that 

had issues and the Board would try to address and alleviate the issues the best they could.  He 

stated Ed Simmons, a Town Resident and Vietnam Veteran, was in Intensive Care due to a stroke; 

he asked that he be kept in thoughts and prayers.   

 

Closed Session for Approval of Closed Session Minutes from July 13, 2017 Meeting:  Upon 

the motion of Commissioner Ross and seconded by Commissioner Ellington the Board moved into 

Closed Session.  No announcement was expected to follow.   

 

Adjournment:  Upon the motion of Commissioner Ross, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, 

the Board unanimously agreed the meeting be adjourned. Mayor Biggers adjourned the meeting at 

7:53 p.m. 

   

      

Michelle Wells, CMC, Town Clerk 


